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NELU ZERLAND'S SPECTRCULAR SUPER LODGES HAVE BROUGHT GRAND STYLE TO THE GREAT OUTDOORS. MARION HUME
REVIELUS FOUR OF THE BEST, FROM MORTH TO SOUTH ISLAMD, AS LWELL AS SOME MORE DOLUN-TO-EARTH CPTIONS
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retouching. and also call inat Arrowiown, an
almost comically picturesgue old gold-mining
settlement. The journey o Whare Kea Lodge from
Cugenstown should take about W miaues

Thee bodge 15 perhaps-a shghily controversial
clioice, given the competition o Theie paris
The interiors, for example, are nowhere near s
glorous as the other Super Lodges, [0 ooks like
what it was and still occasionally isis family's
second home (it iz owoed by e Myver family of
Aniralind, Bur its Tocation is absolutely wonderful,
the views over Lake Wanaka peerless and e
shall warm vel never forelock-tugpng, The clhel
cooks his heart out, then relaxes witl vou over
i plass of Centrnl Chonges it Moir and Tappaly
slares hos recipes for Tresh g and brie ot with

alereress and pomegranaie mokises, or for the

shaved fennel and Blood-orge skl with clive
sabsar that secompanied (he seared Aoraki salmeon,

B Bevond all of these positive anebies
Whisri Kea s cae trump eard no one else con
play: Whare Kea Chalet, 600080 wp on the edpe
of Mownt Aspireng Mational Park, Climbing wp 1o
1le chaler would take severnl davs wang ropes
and crampons, Fortunately, puests con reach it in
20k mimeres, courtesy of Charlie Ewing, ovwner of
e nearhy Cattle Flan Station in the Matukinki
Walley, whio pilois bis chopper asaf i1 were as
familaar o b a5 drving o iractor = which i
probably is. Owvernight stays at the chalet (for up
10 Four guests, phies the chalel bost dnd a mokiniam
gurde] are only available in summer, althowgh in
the winter, when there are oiten 1200 saowlnlls,
puests can 8 up for lunclh,
Wiare Ko Lodge o Chaled, My Asprivioy Rovd,
Warigekar (10 6l 3 403l s wlmreeendondge oo ),
Devielvten feoent alvont L3445, Frdf berarsd

CTAHUNA LODGE

For vour Inst stopoon the Super Lodpe circui,
consider somewhere to do absolutely mothing,
excepl perhaps stroll into o 19th-centuey orchard
and pick an apple 1w munch while vou disciess
with the chef what he should harvest for dinner,

Otahuna is a choulfeur-driven ride from prim,
preity and slightly spooky Christchurch [see
Peter Juckson™s Hemvenly Cremune, starming 4
teenage Kate Winslet), A stately place, Chaliina
once emploved master gardesers from Kew and
Blenheim Palace o each the 1 full-time local
gardeners and their apprentices All to keep ihe
swoeeping daffodil lawn, ormaie Japanese maples,
banks of Invender and the arbour of oak irees up
o the standards demanded by local dignitary Sie
Heaton Rhodes and his voung wife Jessie, for
whom this home was built in 1B,

When Miles Refo and Hall Cannon visited in
205, the Category Histed building was in o sorry
state, et the bwo Amcricans were so tnken with
it, thew decided 1o give up their real-cstate and
publishing carcers in Manhazitan and relocare
the other side of the world (o restone L Adier all
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T KERAN SCOTT bLe

Refo and Connon have done with the place,
which reopened in 2007, the least a gentleman can
do is wear a jacket (o dinner; and who would have
thought there wis somewhere in Mow Zealand
suitable Tor & lady 1o wesr Pracka lace? The highest
standards are mointaned al Otahwnn: cven the
cherished goats, Latte, Suede and Shoes look
groomed and the ‘'chooks’ thit Ly the breakfast
cpos live ina henbowse that wouldn't look out of
place in Martha Srewarr magazine (it wns onginally
the stable for Sir Hepton's stallion),

Mew Fealand s owell-known for its exceptional
Tocal produce and o1 Orahun everyihing iscither
reqred nearby or grown iy the well-stocked
orchards and restored 19th-century potager at the
disposal of chel Jimmy Mclniyre

O our trp, dinner began with a leck-and-
potate soup with local smoked salmon and o glass
of Pegasus Bay Chardonnay feom Waiparn, The
pan-roasted Canterbury beef fillet and braised
short-rib ruviodi came with vegetablos fresh from
the soil and a Mueddy Water Slowhand Pinoi Mo
There wis just encugh room for o parfait of apples
from the orchord and o glass of sweet, sticky
Pepasus Bay Ans Lo Picked Riesling before
heading into the drawing room for Hew Zealand
checses and o glass of pont (about the only thing
served that docsn't come Trom around here

Eir Heaton Bhodes bisd o lifetme to cnjoy all
this, and if vou were 1o book what wis once his
suite of rooms, vou would need at least three nighis
to appreciate all 1,100sq 1 of bedroom, sitting
rosoiny, vast bathroom and private baloony, But
yiou'd be equally well accommodated inothe soite
of rooms that onee howsed his batler.
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