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NEW ZEALAND

OTAHUNA
LS o LODGE features
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SARA HANNA

Your genteel country estate awaits. Drinks? Canapés? Roaring fires? Of course.

By AmanDpa JoNEs >>> TAI TAPU, New Zealand — Can you imagine a scene in which you turn
into the oak-shaded driveway of a grand country estate, pull up outside the manor house and are
greeted by arow of staff standing at attention? The car door is opened, bags and vehicle are whisked
off by capable hands and the head steward asks, “Madam, may I draw you a bath?”

Of course you can, especially if you're a “Downton Abbey” devotee like me. You may not get blue-
eyed Matthew fawning over you or have a lady’s maid to up-do your hair, but a stay at New Zealand’s
five-star Otahuna Lodge will give you a tantalizing taste of landed gentry living.

In March, Itraveled to New Zealand’s South Island with my mother, whose quick wit and sarcasm
resemble that of Violet Crawley, the dowager countess of Grantham. We spent three glorious nights
at Otahuna having our baths drawn, being served tea and cake on the porch, swimming in a pool fit
for an Evelyn Waugh novel and sipping Champagne promptly at 7 p.m. We also got to say things to
the steward such as, “I'm off to dress, Ben. I'll be down for cocktails in time.”

Although Otahuna, is 120 years old — a figure at which Lord Grantham would sniff — it is one of
New Zealand’s oldest grand homes, built by the son of one of the country’s earliest white settlers. In
1895, Heaton Rhodes, a distinguished lawyer and politician, built hishome in Tai Tapu, a small farm-
ing village in what is now a 30-minute drive outside of Christchurch on the South Island. Otahuna,
meaning “little hillamong the hills” in the native Maori language, was designed in the Queen Anne
style, with pretty, mildly eccentric, meandering architecture, high ceilings and walls of the coun-
try’s rich native timbers. [See New Zealand, 1.4]

STEPHEN GOODENOUG!
THE LODGE MENU features items |!
from the Tai Tapu, New Zealand, area.
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AMANDA JONES

OTAHUNA LODGE GUESTS can visit High Peak Station, a 5,000-acre high-country ranch where deer are bred for New Zealand’s prized venison, called cervena.

A lodge fit for a countess

[New Zealand, from [.1]

In 2005, Hall Cannon and
Miles Refo, New Yorkers who
were seeking a change of
pace, were exploring the
world looking for their next
abode when they came
across Otahuna. They’d fall-
en for the “grand and ex-
traordinary beauty of New
Zealand” and its “almost
weirdly honest and easygo-
ing people,” as Cannon de-
scribed them, and the two
decided to purchase the
house, which had been lan-
guishing as a mid-range ho-
tel. “The historic gardens
were hopelessly overgrown, I
mean lost completely in
some cases,” Refo said. “It
was a crying shame. Not
much had bloomed since the
1950s.”

The two — Cannon's
background is in Manhattan
loft development and Refo’s
in marketing — had never
considered hospitality, but
the house “was crying out to
be reawakened, brought
back to its former glory and
shared,” Cannon said. They
hired alocal architect and re-
made the house into some-
thing fit for haute luxury. Af-
ter a thumbs-up from Relais
& Chateaux, an organization
that sets standards for small
luxury hotels, they opened
the genteel doors in 2007,
then closed them again after
the devastating 2011 earth-

wallpapered walls hung with
original artwork. The dining
room has been restored to its
late 19th century glory, with
the original European gilt
wallpaper intact and a long
table set with silver for ele-
gant, amusing dinners with
Cannon and Refo.

We spent an inordinate
amount of time at this table
eating what I consider the
finest food in New Zealand,

land, finding his way to the
fertile, serene Otahuna
Lodge.

Each night guests are
served hors d’oeuvres in the
living room beside a piano
said to have been left by the
Prince of Wales (who became
King George VI, of “The
King's Speech” repute) when
he visited in 1920. Following,
we are escorted to the can-
dle-emblazoned dining table

SARA HANNA

THE OTAHUNA LODGE dining room was restored to its 19th century splendor.

outbuildings, including the
old stable, the cheese house
(now a gym), the game cellar
(awine cellar) and the mush-
room house.

Between breakfast in the
sunlit kitchen and dinner in
the formal dining room, we
ventured out to see the bu-
colic countryside of Canter-
bury, known as the bread
basket of New Zealand. We
had asked Otahuna to ar-
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ing green countryside to
High Peak Station. After
meeting the Guilds, the sta-
tion owners, in their lovely
homestead, my mother was
driven, and I hiked, to the
station’s backcountry hut for
lunch.

A classically Kiwi feature,
these huts are built on large
properties for overnight
stays while droving or hunt-
ing. They are small, basic (no
running water) and ridicu-
lously romantic and cozy.

Simon Guild, son of the

If you go

THE BEST WAY TO TAI
TAPU, NEW ZEALAND
From LAX, Air New
Zealand offers connecting
service (change of plane)
to Christchurch. Restricted
round-trip fares begin at
$980, including taxes and
fees. Otahuna Lodge is a
25-minute drive from
Christchurch Airport.
Otahuna Lodge, 224
Rhodes Road, Tai Tapu;
(011) 64-3-329-6333,
www.otahuna.com.
Doubles from $995 a day,
depending on the season.
Includes a degustation
dinner with wine pairings,
pre-dinner drinks with
canapés, continental
and/or full cooked
breakfast, laundry services
and full use of lodge
facilities and equipment.
Canterbury Guiding Co.,
(O11) 64-21-734-431,
www.canterburyguides
.com. High-country station
excursions from $989.

TO LEARN MORE

Tourism New Zealand,
www.newzealand.com

latimes.com
/mewzealand

Go online for more
nhotos nf New Zealand




quake damaged several of

the six chimneys. Repairs
and upgrades were made,
and the hotel reopened in
2012.

Now there are seven lav-
ish suites, all with roaring
fireplaces and paneled or

and I, a Kiwi, have tasted
much of it. One of the most
celebrated aspects of Otahu-
na is its chef, Jimmy McIn-
tyre. McIntyre, who had trav-
eled the world cooking in top-
notchKitchens, missed home
and returned to South Is-

PROMISE HER THE STARS.

YourGrand Moment

Exclusive fall rates awaitiat™
California’s triple Five-Star resort.

ESCAPE TO A BREATHTAKING FALL at The Grand Del Mar
in San Diego with the best rates of the season. Discover
Five-Star spa bliss, Tom Fazio golf, exquisite dining and
an array of autumn-inspired food and wine events.
From $325. For reservations,

please call 877.686.5105 or

contact your travel professional.

thegranddelmar.com

THE GRAND

DEL MAR

RESORT » SPA » GOLF » VILLAS

and served a five-course de-
gustation meal.

The menu is seasonal and
farm-to-fork. Almost all veg-
etables are grown from herit-
age seeds on the property.
Meclntyre also cures his own
prosciutto, makes his own
sausage, raises hens for eggs
and grows exotic mush-
rooms. Guests can wander
the garden picking produce
for the nightly gourmet ex-
travaganza.

The once 5,000-acre es-
tate now sits on a manage-
able 30 acres of reinvigorated
formal hedgerow gardens,
vegetable rows, an extensive
potager, historic daffodil
fields, native New Zealand
trees, orchards and several

range these outings, and it
had booked David Hiatt of
Canterbury Guiding Co.
Canterbury Guiding offers
private activities such as
wine and cheese tastings,
helicopter tours, nature
hikes, coastal trips and a tour
of Christchurch (which is be-
ing rebuilt after the earth-
quake).

It also offers the chance to
experience a high-country
station, as they are known in
Canterbury, alarge and mild-
ly alpine sheep or cattle
ranch.

Hiatt arrived at 9 am.,
loaded Meclntyre's lavishly
packed picnic basket into the
trunk and drove us for two
hours through gorgeous roll-

owners of the 5,000-acre sta-
tion, takes two types of visi-
tors onto the property: those
wanting to experience New
Zealand’s famed rural life
and serious hunters who fly
in from all over the world to
track deer, chamois, Arapa-
wa sheep and wild boar in a
private setting.

‘While my mother andIsat
sipping a crisp Marlborough
Pinot Gris, Hiatt and Guild
rustled up more additions to
the picnic basket — local
Akaroa salmon, homegrown
salad greens and grilled cer-
vena, or venison, raised on
the station. It was a genuine
experience, with no roughing
itinvolved. It seemsthateven
the farmers in Canterbury
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lead the landed gentry life.

The following day we were
driven to the Banks Penin-
sula and the tiny coastal
town of Akaroa. After wan-
dering through its shops, we
took an Akaroa Dolphins
boat cruise on the harbor to
see the rare, diminutive and
exceedingly playful Hector’s
dolphins. The captain’s sec-
ond in command was literally
asalty dog.

A Russell terrier, Murphy
can hear the dolphins before
humans can see them. If you
follow his mad dashes
around the boat and stand
above him as he barks out to
sea, you'llbe ontop of the pod
when it arrives at the boat. If
it didn’t sound anthropo-
morphic, I'd swear he calls to
them.

Returning to Otahuna
Lodge at the gilded hour of
sunset, I swept down the
stairs and announced, “Ben,
please let my mother know
I'm going to walk the wood-
land trail. T'll be ready for
canapésat 7.”

I believe I might make an
excellent Lady Mary Craw-
ley.

travel@latimes.com
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Celebrity
receive up to
$100 per cabin:
Onboard
(mdn

®
Cruises®

SAVE uP 1O $400

PER CABIN ON YOUR NEXT CRUISE!

PACIF’C COAST CRU’SE Their Balcony Cabins from $14249

7-nts. R/T Los Angeles

Santa Barbara, San Francisco, Monterey, Catalina

Ours from $ 1 049 ‘:

SCANDINAVIA & RUSSIA e aicony Cabins from $2299° |

12-nts. RT Amsterdam

Amsterdam, St. Petersburg, Stockholm, Copenhagen Ours om$2199

CRUISEONE

'Dream Vacations Gtart 1te1¢

714-442-3632
866-857-6737

Prices per person, double occupancy; port charges included; gov! fees, taxes and fuel surcharges addiionat; service foe of
$19.95 may apply; limited avalabilly. Prices shown are min. fares for select departure dates. Other dates higher. Not
responsbe for last minute changes of price or tinerary by cruise lne, or any errors or omissions in the content of this ad
Some restrictions and cancelation penaties may apply. Ships’ registy: Malta. CA2006278-40.

Vacation Specialist
Ann Tu
Irvine, Ca.
www.CruiseOne.com/atu
Independently Owned & Operated
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